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exists in many places above the oakwoods of northern
England and southern Scotland, but pine is no longer
indigenous except in Scotland.
ARCTIC-ALPINE VEGETATION.
While the rounded tops and summit plateaux of the hills
whose altitude is round about 2,000 feet are mainly occupied
by the moor or moss communities, many of the higher
mountains, especially in the Highlands of Scotland, but to
some extent also in North Wales, the Lake District, and
Ireland, show a distinct vegetation generally known as
" arctic-alpine." This name is appropriate because the
characteristic species are at home in arctic Europe, and
some occur also in the European Alps. Arctic-alpine
vegetation is found most richly developed and forming
varied plant communities on the mountains formed of basic
rocks. The acidic summits, ledges and screes show a few
species, but these mountains are generally mainly covered
with moor or moss, except where there is bare rock exposed.
All the arctic-alpine vegetation lies above the zone of
former woodland, though individual species may be carried
down streams, appearing at lower levels ; and some, especially
on the Atlantic coast of Ireland, occur at sea-level.
The lowest zone of this vegetation is the so-called arctic-
alpine grassland, represented mainly by an association
dominated by the viviparous form of the sheep's fescue
{Festuca ovina forma vivipam) and the alpine lady's mantle
(Akhemilla alpina), with a number of other characteristic
species associated. Above the slopes which bear this type
of grassland we come to the sheltered rock faces, ledges and
stream-sides which form the habitats of the greater number
of the characteristic arctic-alpine species. The individual
communities formed by these are generally small, owing to
the very uneven nature of the ground, and the study of this
varied vegetation is not sufficiently advanced to allow of
useM summary. Finally, we have the summit plateaux